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Finningley Parish Council 

Minutes of the monthly meeting of Finningley Parish Council (FPC) 
Held on Tuesday 29th November 2022 at 7:15pm in the Village Hall, Rectory Lane, Finningley DN9 3DA 

 

Present: Councillors R Castle (Chairman), I Batunas, A Martin and Erica Fothergill (Clerk) 

In attendance:  Four members of the public. 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 

Public Participation: A resident raised a query regarding tree maintenance in the village and the red 

lights at the pond.  The Chairman explained that the trees on Darky Lane were not on council 

owned land, saying that the trees on the playing field side of Darky Lane belonged to the PFA and 

the trees on the opposite side belonged to residents. The Clerk explained that a Parish Council 

cannot lawfully spend money on non-council owned assets, so it does not have the power to do the 

above tree maintenance. A walkabout to assess council owned trees that require maintenance, 

including the willows, will be done in the first quarter of 2023. 

The resident also said that she did not like the red lights at the Pond during the period leading up to 

Remembrance Day.  Another member of the public who lives near the pond disagreed and said that 

the red lights were a lovely way of honouring fallen soldiers in the lead up to Remembrance Day.  

Another resident brought blocked drains on old Bawtry Road to the council’s attention, saying that 

they cause flooding in that area. Unfortunately, as DMBC Highways are responsible for drainage 

issues, FPC does not have the authority or power to intervene and it would have to be reported to 

Highways. 

1. Apologies  
1.1. Apologies received from ward councillors. 

2. Declarations of interest 

2.1. None  

2.2. No applications for dispensation were required. 

2.3. There were no updates to existing interests from councillors. 

2.4. It was agreed not to exclude the public and press under the Public (admissions to meeting) 
Act 1960 for item 16, as there was nothing to report.   

3. Approval of Minutes 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2022 as a true and  
correct record.  

4. Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council (DMBC) 
Apologies were received from Ward Councillors. 
 

5. Correspondence – noted    
5.4. Cllr Martin will be attending the joint meeting of the Doncaster Sheffield Airport Consultative 
Committee and Noise Monitoring and Environmental Sub-Committee on Wednesday 30 
November 2022.   
 
Cllr Batunas reported that she was unable to attend the Annual Meeting of the Yorkshire Wildlife 
Park Consultative Committee on Wednesday 25 January 2023 
 

6. Village Hall 

6.1 The Clerk reported that two quotations had been obtained for removing the paint from 
the plaque on the village hall and for refurbishing the Lifsey lamppost.  One quotation 
was for £1,596.00, whilst another group of companies have agreed to refurbish both, 
free of charge, as part of their local community paint brush project.  The work will be 
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done early in 2023 when weather conditions allow.  Council expressed their appreciation 

and were happy to accept their offer.  

6.2 The Chairman reported that no treasurer had as yet been appointed by Finningley 
Village Hall Management Committee (VHMC).  The Chairman and a couple of other 
VHMC committee members have queried inaccuracies regarding the election of the new 
Committee, outlined in item 7(a) of the AGM minutes, which excludes amongst others, 
both FPC representatives and includes an appointment that was not formalised.  Given 
that the village hall is owned by the Parish Council, the reinstatement of our 

representatives is imperative, and we look forward to receiving the amended minutes. 

 

7. Events 

7.1. The Chairman reported that all arrangements were in place for the official Christmas lights 
switch-on ceremony on Saturday 3rd December 2022 at 6pm.  The lights will be on by a 
village celebrity and will be on daily from 16:00 to 00:00 until 6th January 2022. Voluntary 
donations for refreshments to be donated to Community Spirit Group.   

7.2. Subsequent to Council’s previous meeting when it was decided to book the Playing Fields 
for Saturday 6th May 2023 to host a coronation event, it was announced that Monday 8th 
May would be a bank holiday.  To enable the cricket club to use the facility on the Saturday, 
it was agreed to change the date to 8th May.  

It was resolved to approach ex councillors who were involved in arranging the Queen’s 
Jubilee event, to find out whether they would be prepared to assist us with the 
arrangements, assisted by the Village Community group. The Clerk will be responsible for 
obtaining and payment of invoices.  Action:  Clerk 

8. Appointment of Data Protection Officer (DPO) 
It was decided against appointing the Clerk as DPO, based on advice received from YLCA that 
states that Local Councils are not required by the UK GDPR to appoint a Data Protection 
Officer, but it may do so if it so wishes. The Data Protection Officer must be independent, an 
expert in data protection and adequately resourced to be able to perform this task. The council 
must ensure that any other tasks or duties (such as dealing with council business) that are 
assigned to the DPO do not result in a conflict of interests with their role as DPO.  We will seek 
professional advice should the need arise. 
 

9. Memorial Bench 

9.1. Council considered a request from a past resident to supply and install a memorial bench 
with a plaque in the village and at a venue of our choosing. It was decided to advise them to 
install the bench outside the church on the tiny village green owned by the Council.   

Action: Clerk 

10. Refurbishment of Lifsey Lamppost – refer to item 6.1 above. 

11. PFA 

11.1 The Chairman reported on the outcome of the PFA meeting, attended by the PFA 
Chair, BPC/FPC chairs and clerks and chaired by our ward councillor, Steve Cox. An 
impartial participant also attended the meeting.  The consensus was that issues tabled 
were mostly operational, rather than constitutional.  It was decided to source a 
Constitution from Fields of Trust, and for both parishes to review and agree changes 
which should be tabled and agreed by the PFA.   

11.2 It was resolved for the Chairman and Clerk to act on behalf of FPC at PFA meetings 
until a Constitution, acceptable to both parishes, has been agreed. 

11.3 It was suggested at the PFA Constitution review meeting for the Clerk to attend PFA 
meetings in the interim, until permanent appointments can be made, as agreed in 11.2 



 

 
Page 2022/23-016 Signed: Date:  

above. Cllrs Martin and Castle will represent FPC once a new constitution has been 

agreed.  

12. Ongoing issues   

12.1. Christmas lights -refer item 7.1. 

12.2. The DMBC Section 106 Officer has met with a member of the DMBC Draining department to 
consider our application and quotations for refurbishing the pond.  Quotations submitted were 
not acceptable to them and they will draw up a suitable specification that will need to go out 
to tender for three like-for-like quotations, as the project cost will exceed £25,000.  However, 
our application has unfortunately had to take a back seat for the moment, due to drainage 
issues cause by recent heavy rains.  Actions:  (1) Clerk to investigate tender procedure, (2) 
Chairman to discuss the matter with the Ward Councillor and (3) Cllrs Castle/Martin to 
arrange a meeting with the DMBC Section 106 Officer. 

12.3. The clerk will contact Viking Trees for recommendations of suitable trees for the village 
green as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy Initiative Communities and Groups and report 
back at the next meeting.  Action: Clerk 

13. Allotments 

Councillors and the Clerk attended boundary review meetings with both Highways and the 
developers.  Highways tabled various maps indicating that the placement of the allotment fence, 
encroached on the footway and recommended that the fence be moved to correct this, 
otherwise it would be subject to enforcement.  

At a subsequent meeting with the developer, they offered to place markers to show allotment 
holders where the boundary lies, and to move the fence and gate, at their cost.  Their proposal 
was accepted by Council. 

14. Policies & Documents – the following policies were reviewed and approved:  

14.1 It was resolved to sign the Yorkshire and Humber Climate Action Pledge at the Yorkshire 
Post Climate Change Summit 2022 and begin our climate journey. Action: Clerk 

14.2 Communication & Social Media Policy. Change quarterly ‘newsletter’ to ‘publication’  

14.3 Policy for dealing with Unreasonable Complainant Behaviour. 

14.4 Equal Opportunities Policy.  

14.5 Annual Leave Policy.  

15. Finance: It was resolved to approve the following: 

15.1 October 2022 bank reconciliation. 

15.2 Year-to-date Receipts & Payments versus budget.   

15.3 The first draft of the 2023/24 budget was reviewed and suggested changes will be made 
and circulated to councillors before approval of the budget at the December meeting. 

15.4 Equals prepaid card payments/reconciliation.  

15.5 Clerk’s increase, in terms of Local Government Association’s pay negotiations for pay scale 
for SCP 23, backdated to 1 August 2022. 

15.6 The following payments: 

Payee Payment Details Amount  Power to Pay  

Gillies Landscapes Mowing contractor Inv. 085 £30.00 Highways Act  

1980, s.96 

Payroll Salary, overtime (capped at 5 hrs),  
stationery & refund of expenses 

£861.77 LGA1972, s.112 

Equals  Prepaid credit card top-up £300.00 LGA1972, s.111 

YLCA 2 x councillor training courses  £66.80 LGA1972, s.111 
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16. Nothing to report 
 

17. Date of the next meeting: There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those 
present for their attendance and declared the meeting closed at 21.40pm.  The next meeting of 
the full Council will be held at 7:15pm on Tuesday 20th December 2022 in the village hall. 

 

Eon  Electricity at pond 1 Oct – 15 Nov £75.09 Parish Councils Act  
1957 s3 

Anglian Water Pond water: 12 Aug – 11 Nov £9.64 Public Health Act  
1936, s.260 


