
Finningley Village Pond 
 
Construction 

 Finningley pond is built with a clay-lined base to a depth about 800mm. The vertical 
sides to the path are not sealed in any way relying on the log roll to seal the face. 
The pond has no spring to supply it so in essence it is a very large rainwater puddle. 
The pond vertical faces have and are leaking significantly to the extent that the path 
round the pond support is eroding. You will have noticed that the grass at the edges 
of the pond has remained green and lush no matter what the weather, indicating 
the severity of the leak. 
 

Filling the pond 
 With the amount of leakage from the vertical faces, it would take a huge amount of 

water to fill the pond to path level and keep it there. It must be said that although 
the pond level appears low there is still 700 -800 mm depth in the middle. This level 
(to the clay-sealed edge) has been maintained with minimum intervention. The 
parish council have installed a metered supply for this purpose. 
 

Pond Water 
 The pond is suffering from algae, which has turned the water green. This is being 

treated; however, the nutrient rich water has led to a large algal bloom causing the 
visible “scum” on the surface. The algae; caused by a combined effect of sunlight 
and the high nutrient value in the pond from duck poo and duck feeding. The 
additional pressure on the waterbody from a large number of goldfish only adds to 
the issues currently seen.  

 2 pumps are in place, to help maintain satisfactory dissolved oxygen levels. 
 The council have been in contact with the Environment Agency and shared the 

current situation with them and our plans going forward. They have confirmed that 
our current regime of algae treatment and aeration is in line with what they would 
recommend and have accepted our actions.  
 

Going Forward Funding Permitting 
 It is intended to remove the path and slope the sides of the pond to 

recommendations. This sloped edge will allow for the clay lining to be extended to 
path level. This is the recommended construction throughout the water industry for 
ponds. Once this is done the pond leakage should stop. This construction allows 
access for ducks, newts, frogs etc. 

 Once the pond is fit for purpose, we intend to reinstall the footpaths etc. 
 We are also hoping to sympathetically plant the back wall of the pond with native 

species that will encourage wildlife to return; providing suitable cover and breeding 
areas.  

 
Progress 

 So far, we have received 2 quotations from potential contractors. Our financial rules 
ask for 3 quotations. To this end we have had a meeting with a third contractor and 
are waiting for his quote. Once three quotes have been received, approved by 
FPC and a way forward agreed, it must then be submitted for final review and 
decision via DMBC before works can commence. Unfortunately, this process 
does take time, so your patience is very much appreciated. 


